
A new breakthrough in flow cytometry 
is now available. BD FACSDiva™ 6.0 
software includes Cytometer Setup and 
Tracking (CS&T), a set of features used to 
characterize, optimize, and set up the  
BD FACSCanto™, BD FACSCanto™ II,  
and BD™ LSR II flow cytometers, and  
BD FACSAria™ cell sorter.  

With a new GMP manufactured setup 
bead reagent, BD FACSDiva software 
delivers this novel Cytometer Setup and 
Tracking system capable of measuring, 
calculating, and tracking industry-standard 
performance parameters including detector 
efficiency (Qr), optical background (Br), and 
laser delays. Once BD FACSDiva software 
determines the cytometer’s baseline 
measurements, it can automatically adjust 
PMT voltages to maintain these optimal 
cytometer values from day to day or even 
experiment to experiment, saving time 
and reagents. It can also automatically 
adjust user-defined application settings to 
account for changes in the cytometer.
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Cytometer characterization and setup automatically determines optimal PMT voltages

Graphical optical bench configuration simplifies installation and customization



BD FACSDiva Software
Flow cytometry acquisition and analysis software

Plots: Dot, contour, density, histogram Templates: Experiment, Specimen (Panel), Analysis, and Plate

Data Transforms: Linear, 4 and 5 decade log, biexponential Export Formats: Statistics – CSV, XML 
Data – FCS 2.0, FCS 3.0  
Displays/Plots – JPEG, XML  
Worksheets – PDF Experiments – ZIP, XML

Data Displays: Area, height, width, time, and ratio Import Formats: Data – FCS 2.0, FCS 3.0

Calculated Performance parameters: Detection efficiency (Qr), electronic noise, optical 
background (Br), laser delays, linearity, robust 
CVs and medians of setup reagent beads, area 
scaling factors

Performance Tracking Boundaries Standard deviation, minimum, maximum

Gating Types: Hierarchical gating including Snap-To, 
Autopolygon, Polygon, Rectangle, Snap-To 
Interval, Autointerval, Interval, Quadrant, and 
Tethered

Operating Systems: Windows XP (SP2)

Derived Gates: Invert, Intersect, Join, and Rest of Cytometers Supported: BD FACSCanto, BD FACSCanto II, BD FACSAria, 
BD LSR II

Statistics: % Parent, % Grandparent, % Total, Median, 
Mean, Geometric Mean, Mode, Standard 
Deviation (SD), % Coefficient of Variation (CV), 
robust CV (rCV), robust SD (rSD), Population 
Maximum, Population Minimum

System Options Supported: BD FACS™ Loader (for BD FACSCanto  
and BD FACSCanto II), HTS (for BD LSR II,  
BD FACSCanto, and BD FACSCanto II),  
BD AccuDrop™ (BD FACSAria only)

In addition to these unique cytometer setup and 
tracking benefits, BD FACSDiva software improves 
experimental setup with expanded experiment 
layout features including global parameter label and 
keyword lists, a preferred global worksheet option, 
and assignment of storage and stopping gates.

BD FACSDiva 6.0 software also provides improvements 
for a variety of applications and laboratories. For rare 
event analysis, the software can now record over 
10 million event files and allow gated populations 

to be saved as FSC files. For core laboratories, 
administrative controls have been expanded to 
include a custom field for account tracking, control 
of cytometer setups, and direct access to user logs.

To improve overall system performance, the 
user can collect data files without automatically 
displaying data, display cumulative events in a 
dot plot(s), and display a user-defined percentage 
of events without affecting statistics.
For more information, visit bdbiosciences.com/facsdiva6

Specifications

	 •	 Improves day-to-day cytometer  
performance and application consistency 
with automated performance 
adjustments for research experiments

	 •	 Ensures cytometer configurations and 
setups are under administrative control 
for increased laboratory efficiency 

	 •	 Increases cytometer throughput 
with automated tracking to assist 
in preventative maintenance 

	 •	 Enhances software performance with direct 
hard drive storage of FCS data files

	 •	 Simplifies use in a single-point experiment 
design in an expanded experiment layout 

User-defined application settings automatically adjust to cytometer 
performance changes


